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This past fall, I had the opportunity to travel to Senegal, this being my
first trip, to meet personally the CREATE! team, headed up by Omar Seck,
and to also visit nine of the now twenty villages. The trip turned out to
be an adventure of a life time for me and as we often say “one picture is
worth a thousand words, one visit was worth a well written novel” in
allowing me to see and better understand CREATE!’s successful
operations. 

I will never forget meeting the many smiling faces of the villagers that
have succeeded in becoming self-sufficient through the success of the
solar powered water wells, the gardens of beautiful vegetables and the
chicken production program that provides food as well as revenue that
allows the villagers to participate in a Village Savings and Lending
Associations (VLSA), a result of the villagers investing their income.
Truly remarkable!

FRED RALEY, CREATE! BOARD PRESIDENT, ON
HIS FIRST TRIP TO SENEGAL

A message from our co-Executive Directors
Dear friends of CREATE!,

We are delighted to present our annual report for the year 2022. This year has been marked by challenges, but thanks
to our commitment and determination, we have been able to continue working to improve the living conditions of rural
communities in West Africa and Senegal in particular.

We take this opportunity to thank you for your efforts and devotion to our  mission. We can't express how pleased and
grateful we are for what you bring to our organization. Without doubt, your financial contributions have been one of
the driving forces behind our success. Despite challenges and obstacles our team encountered, we faced each one with
your support and positive attitude that resonated throughout our organization and lifted everyone's spirits. 

CREATE! gives us a roadmap to a better future where challenges and goals of reduced poverty, inequality, better
climate and environmental health and peace and prosperity are interconnected. We continued with this roadmap in
2022 and kept our programs and our partnerships sustainable for all and we thank you for always being the first to
lend us a hand. 2022 was also an exciting year for our programs in rural Senegal with the  global recognition we
received for our work. In December of 2022, CREATE! received the National Energy Globe Award for Senegal for our work
on sustainable community gardens using renewable energy. In December of 2022, we were also nominated for the 2023
Earthshot Prize in the “Fix Our Climate” category. We cannot be more excited and proud about these recognition. We
couldn't do it without you.

Omar Ndiaye Seck and Paulomi Bhattacharyya
Co-Executive Directors, CREATE!
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Two communities have Poultry Shed and VSLA .

The communities of Ndiagne Kahone and Keur Ndiouga
both had their poultry sheds built in 2022. Thanks to
these sheds, they can now raise chicken for their
village consumption and for income generation. The
communities also received training in Voluntary
Savings and Lending Associations (VSLAs), and can now
save money easily and with security. VSLA provides
access to finance to rural communities who have
limited access to formal financial institutions. This
helps them to start small businesses, invest in
agriculture, and improve their livelihoods.

2022 Program Highlights2022 Program Highlights
Cookstove Training with Women's Global Education Project

createaction.org

In March 2022, we did a cookstove training in Sokone in
partnership with the Women`s Global Education Project
(WGEP). For this training, we gathered four villages
which work with WGEP. While the training was to help
the families of the students supported by WGEP, this
initiative will help improve the living conditions of all
the families in the communities by reducing their
firewood consumption and fire risk. 
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Before, we used to buy chicken in the market and it was expensive; but since we start raising
chicken with CREATE!'s training, we can get it easily in the village. It is very profitable.

 ~ Diama Kobar/ Keur Ndiouga
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Add a subheading

By planting trees, we participate in the climate change mitigation because
it favors trees and decreases the desert’s advance. 

 ~ Aminata Mbaye /Ndiagne Kahone
 

From 30,000 to 50,000 trees in 2022
CREATE! planted 30,000 trees in 2021, but given
the growing need, we decided to plant 50,000 in
2022, spread across our different communities.
Reforestation is an important practice in rural
Senegal, helping to protect the environment,
combat desertification and improve living
conditions for local populations.
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My name is Mouhamadou Moustapha Gaye. I am
from Dakar, Senegal. I'm a technician with a BTH
(Brevet de technicien horticole). I started working
with CREATE! in 2022 as a agricultural technician.
Through my work at CREATE!, I learned about the
improved cookstoves, VSLA and the solar
pumping system. 

What I like best about CREATE! is the team spirit,
professionalism, communication, and rigor.

Meet our New technician: Mouhamadou Moustapha Gaye Meet our New technician: Mouhamadou Moustapha Gaye 
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CREATE! has improved access to clean water by rehabilitating
the old village well and since then we have enough water for

gardening and domestic consumption. Before, most of us used
to collect water from another village which was far away.

~ Anta Gaye/ Ndiagne Kahone

CLEAN WATERCLEAN WATER

COMMUNITY GARDENSCOMMUNITY GARDENS

Before CREATE!, we couldn’t consume vegetables regularly because
they were expensive to buy. Now, with our cooperative garden, we

grow lot of vegetables and consume it regularly. Our harvest can
satisfy the beneficiaries, the village and the extra is sold to the

surrounding villages and weekly markets.
 ~ Bousso Sarr / Diabel

 
 

20,000-30,00020,000-30,000  
Liters of waterLiters of water

pumped per villagepumped per village
everyday on aneveryday on an

average.average.  
  

2000-30002000-3000  
Liters of clean waterLiters of clean water
collected per villagecollected per village

every day forevery day for
household use.household use.  

  

800+800+  
Men and womenMen and women

participating in gardenparticipating in garden
cooperatives.cooperatives.

  

30,500+30,500+  
pounds of fresh fruitspounds of fresh fruits

and vegetablesand vegetables
produced per month.produced per month.

  

100%100%  
Women in our partnerWomen in our partner
communities achievedcommunities achieved

Minimum DietaryMinimum Dietary
Diversity (MDD-W)Diversity (MDD-W)
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Once I use the improved cookstove, I gain more time because I don ‘t need
to spend much time collecting firewood in the forest;  so I have the

possibility to do other household chores. There is more security in the
village since we use the improved cookstove because, as you can see, I’m

with my daughter in the kitchen without any danger. 
~ Seynabou Diouf /Yougoure

700700  
WWell maintainedell maintained

improved cookstoves inimproved cookstoves in
all the communitiesall the communities

  
6+6+  

HHours of time saved perours of time saved per
woman everydaywoman everyday

through use ofthrough use of
improved cookstovesimproved cookstoves

  
50,00050,000  

TTree saplings plantedree saplings planted
throughout CREATE!throughout CREATE!

partner communitiespartner communities
  

RENEWABLE ENERGYRENEWABLE ENERGY

693693  
Number of womenNumber of women

participating in VSLAsparticipating in VSLAs
  

$35$35  
Average savings perAverage savings per

beneficiarybeneficiary  
  

  43664366  
CChickens raised and soldhickens raised and sold
in partner communitiesin partner communities

  

We recently started the VSLA program in the village and it gives us the
possibility to save money in security. There was a savings group in the

village before, but after getting the VSLA training from CREATE!, we
understand the techniques of the good saving.

~ Ndeye Wade/Ndiagne Kakhone
 

INCOME GENERATIONINCOME GENERATION

createaction.org

https://www.createaction.org/


Partnership Spotlight: This Year, we're featuring 
T H E  M O R T E N S O N  F A M I L Y  F O U N D A T I O N !
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The Mortenson Family Foundation has been supporting CREATE!’s work in Senegal since 2021 with
unrestricted grants. Their incredible generosity has allowed us to continue our sustainable

development work in rural communities, helping women access clean, perennial water and improve
their food security and income opportunities using climate sensitive methods. 

 

The CREATE! staff and the women from the communities extend their heartfelt thanks to the
Foundation for believing in their work. 

2022 Financial Summary 2022 Financial Summary 
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Sarah and Chad Atkins
Fred and Patricia Auch
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Patricia Baker
Patricia Barber
Sally and Richard Bartley
Karel Bednar
Anna Bednarek
Alicia Bell
Robert and Lavonne Blalock
Memory Blodgett
Travis and Linda Blount
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Alice Bonamy
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Taylor Briggs
Susan Briggs
Paula Briggs
Nancy and Wesley Brown
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Gemm Champkin
Donna Cheung
Sabrina Cipolla
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Yeon Mee Hong
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DeLanson and Grace Hopkins
Heather Hudson
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Debra Jones
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Luz Kim
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David Laub
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Joyce Leader
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Ama Matharage
Craig Mathews and Ruth Uhlman
Jim and Carole McCotter
Margaret McKelvey
Lynda Mermell
Mary-Kay Miller and Richard Bartley

THANK YOUTHANK YOU    2022 CREATE! DONORS2022 CREATE! DONORS
INDIVIDUAL SUPPORTINDIVIDUAL SUPPORT

Whitley Corrin
Christina Cortez
William and Sally Coughlin
Madisen Courtney
Kristin Crawford
Mimi Cu
Rachel DiChairo
Leigh Dunstan
Susan Eisenberg
John and Megan Ellingsen
Sherry English
Patricia Etienne
Suzannah Fabing and James Muspratt
Mari Farrell
Viola Ferrario
Anne and Frank Firicano
Constance Freeman
Amelia Friedman
Eva Gerkrath
Candace Gibson
Elizabeth Gordon
Linda Green
Kim and Kurt Grigsby
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John and Judy Groves
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Amy Haffney
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Staci Hartung
Bernard Henry
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Hibbard
Magdalene Hines
Barbara Hitchcock and Jan van Steenwijk
Alexander Hoffmann
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Megan Miller
Coline Minguet
Wardashan Mohammed
Nicole Molin-Pradel
Judith Nelson
Julie Nicol
Anne Niemiec and David Kolb
Bruce Noll
Johanna Nosswitz
Lowell and Sonja Noteboom
Andrew and Amanda Novelline
Sherry and Tom Ormiston
Lucia P
Vivianna Pederson
Angela and Sergio Perfetti
Eric Piccirelli
Mallory Pierce
Adam Pinsky
Irene Polidoro
Sharon and Michael Posner
Fred and Cathy Raley
Vani Reddy
Natalie Reingruber
Clarrel Rodrigues
Susan Rogers

Marius Schwartz
Margaret and Denman Scott
Sarfaraz H. Shah
Patricia Sharpe
Lucy Bartley
Shreeksha Shetty
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Joel and Mary Stone
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Lin Tang
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Kimhouy Tong
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Douglas Westfall
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FOUNDATION SUPPORTFOUNDATION SUPPORT
Addax & Oryx Foundation
Bellevue Rotary Foundation
Change Happens Foundation
Mortenson Family Foundation
Spawglass Foundation
The Susan A. and Donald P. Babson
Charitable Foundation
Xcel Energy Foundation
Pledgeling Foundation

United Way of Lane County
City of Eugene
United States Treasury (IRS)
The Lutheran Church of St. Andrew
SAIF Workers Insurance
Emgee and Whyte

OTHEROTHER

INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT (CONTINUED)INDIVIDUAL SUPPORT (CONTINUED)
Keith Wohlberg
Catherine Wool
Charles Wright and Hillary Lord
Susan Wyatt
Nancy Xue
Leslie Yamada
Dinara Yegamberdiyeva

THANK YOU! MERCI! JEREJEF!



ANNUAL IMPACT REPORT 2022
We want  to thank all our board members for bringing a smile to every team member - it always lifts our spirits, especially when we need it the most. 

Fred Raley, Board President. 
Former Chairman and CEO of SpawGlass, a 100% employee owned
construction company.  

Mary-Kay Miller, Board Secretary and Treasurer
Lecturer in French and West African literatures, Salem State University.

Ronald Taylor, Chief Executive Officer construction company (retired), 
Founding donor, CREATE!

Susan Miller Briggs, MD, MPH
Senior Surgeon and Endowed Chair of Global Surgery, Massachusetts
General Hospital, Boston, MA

Joyce E Leader, Ambassador (retired)
Worked in Africa for 15 years as a Foreign Service officer, Peace Corps staff,
and a volunteer teacher.

Delanson Y. Hopkins, BA, MBA
Retired health care and hospital executive.
Brookline, MA

Samba Gadjigo, 
Helen D. Gould Professor of French and Francophone Studies. Mount
Holyoke College.

Binta Mamadou, Associate, Allen & Overy
Magic Circle Project Finance Attorney

Aïda Sarr Lewis
An Educator and a Trained Human Rights Advocate.

CREATE!'s Board of Directors WE’D LOVE TO CONNECT 
WITH YOU!

OFFICE ADDRESSES
 

US OFFICE:
132 EAST BROADWAY, SUITE 416

EUGENE, OR 97401
 

SENEGAL OFFICE:
KAOLACK PARCELLES ASSAINIES

UNITE 01, VILLA N 432
KAOLACK, SENEGAL

www.createaction.org

@createactionorg
 

@createsenegal

@createsenegal 

We want  to thank all our board members for bringing a smile to every team member - it always lifts our spirits, especially when we need it the most. 


